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differed in this latter characteristic from, his opposite ^igimber in
Berlin, the famous Diels, who was a staunch follow^ of the
party under the Severing regime, " the pride and ho|i$%C tfo*
German Socialists, their hard-headed strong man". (Se$W*Bf
certainly proved that his skull was hard, because he did not die
when cracked over the head, but continued to vegetate with a
State pension magnanimously granted by Hitler; the latter had,
in fact, every reason to be grateful to a man whose immediate
circle had carefully bolstered up the belief that he would
" break " any attempt at reaction. Severing had " resigned",
letting himself be driven out of his Ministry, not by Hitler but by
his " John the Baptist" von Papen in the manner of " the
lieutenant and ten men" suggested by the old Oldenburg-
Januschau, while loudly protesting that " he only gave way
before brute force ". His second-in-command, the Commissioner
of Police, the Deputy Commissioner, and Colonel Heimannsberg,
Commander of the Police Force, all finished up on the same
road to Moabit, the Central Prison in Berlin. Once installed
there they raised a strong protest against this " despotic action "
and ended towards the middle of 1932 by dragging this farce
through the State Courts in Leipzig; yet there are people who
still maintain that the Weimar Republic, which had even drawn
up legal procedure for such cases of violence, was " not
democratic".) Diels remained a mainstay of the party until
it was discovered that he was doing very well for himself and
passing on information to Goering; but when his case was due
for hearing Goering had become his Chief and Diels himself
head of the Gestapo, though not for long. Older Nazi members
were indignant and refused to credit his sincerity, so he was
relegated to the post of Police Commissioner for Cologne, still
an " honourable " reward for the ** small service " to Goering.
The Ministry of the Interior, in so far as it was concerned with
the treatment of foreigners, could well be compared with the
Augean stables. The unfortunates who came " unprotected"
reached the Surete Nationale from the rue Cambaceres and
entered the little courtyard, where a small glass building was
reserved for foreigners. There were no queues formed in
the courtyard here, but in the room itself. The unfortunates
without influence and connections who found their way here
in despair would see a few privileged people receiving preferential
treatment. This more or less represented the first or lowest de-
gree of bribery. These privileged people would appear again a
few minutes later, beaming with delight, and be taken by a
messenger to the rooms on the first floor. This represented the
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